
The 1-2-3 of      

start with the basics 

HEADLINE 
WRITING 



What is a headline?  
Phrase or sentence to summarize the 

story 

Five words or less 

Action verbs, not labels 

Present Tense 

Written in your own language 

The 1-2-3 of  HEADLINE WRITING 



Why do we need a headline?  

The 1-2-3 of  HEADLINE WRITING 

Identify spread content 

Attract the reader’s attention 

Reflect the mood of the spread 

Tie action into the dominant photo 
(visual- verbal connection) 
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How do we write headlines?  

The 1-2-3 of  HEADLINE WRITING 

1. Read the copy: as you read, write out a list of key 
words and phrases. 

2. Describe the action in your dominant photo: does it 
match any of the words in your key word list? 

3. From your list, write a first draft of your headline. Use 
literary techniques you learn in English class – 

alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia, pun and 
rhyme – whenever possible. 



Recipe for an instant headline 
The 1-2-3 of  HEADLINE WRITING 

1. Follow steps 1 and 2 (brainstorm key words, see if any fit with dominant 

photo). 

2. Brainstorm new words that rhyme with the words 
you’ve brainstormed (use the rhyming dictionary!). 

3. Come up with short phrases using those rhyming 
words (use the Idiom Dictionary!). 

4. Insert the original word you found in step 1 for the 
word with which it rhymes 
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 HEADLINE WRITING 

now let’s put our formula  

to the test! 

The ABC’s of 



19 

1. Read the copy: 
as you read, write 

out a list of key 
words and 
phrases. 

 
2. Describe the 
action in your 

dominant photo: 
does it match any 

of the words in 
your key word list? 

 
3. Use literary 
techniques you 
learn in English 

class – alliteration, 
pun and rhyme – 

whenever possible. 
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1. Brainstorm key 
words, see if any fit 

with dominant photo. 
 

2. Brainstorm new 
words that rhyme with 

the words you’ve 
brainstormed. 

 
3. Come up with short 
phrases using those 

rhyming words. 
 

4. Insert the original 
word you found in 
Step 1 for the word 
with which it rhymes 
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